
 

 

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 6, 2026 

Our Gospel this Sunday on forgiveness points to the fact that from the beginning,  
members of the church disagreed on issues. The teaching on prayer reminds us that 
Christ must always be at the center of our lives and hearts. The myriad of ministries; the  
numbers of religious congregations and lay associations remind us that there are many 
ways to live the Gospel. In the midst of our differences, our faith and humility call us to 

focus on Christ who is the truth for all. How can you show forth Christ’s reconciling love 
this week?  

For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
At St. Mary’s Catholic Church and School we provide  

opportunities to KNOW, LOVE and SERVE Jesus Christ.  

1018 S. 7th Street, Temple TX 76504 

Office: 254-773-4541 

www.stmarytempletx.org 

Pastor: Fr. Will Rooney 

stmaryoffice@stmarytempletx.org 

Sunday Worship 

Saturday    Vigil Mass 5:30 pm 

Sunday    7:30 & 9:30 am 

Daily Mass 

Saturday:                      8:15 am 

Tuesday & Thursday:   8:15 am 

Wednesday:    5:30 pm 

Friday:     7:00 am 

Reconciliation 

Friday     7:30 am 

Saturday    4:00 pm 

Sunday      8:45 am  

1019 S. 7th Street, Temple TX 76504 

Office: 254-778-8141 

www.stmarys-temple.org 

Principal: Sean Warfield 

swarfield@stmarys-temple.org 

 
Join us for Open Gym! 

 
 

Just because school is starting doesn’t mean 
the fun has to stop! Open Gym is open to  

families every Sunday from 1:00–4:00 PM.  
 

Come out, get active, play, laugh, and enjoy 
some quality time together as a family. There’s 
something for kids of all ages, and it’s a great 

opportunity to connect with others in our 
church family. 

 
Bring the family and join 

us for an  
afternoon of fun! 

The deadline for bulletin submissions is  
Monday by 12:00 noon for the Sunday 

immediately following.  
 

Please send submissions in as soon as they 
are available. Placement in the bulletin is 

subject to available space.  
 

Occasionally, there may be an early deadline, 
due to a holiday or a Holy Day of Obligation. 

Please contact the Parish Office if you 
have any questions.  



 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continuous generosity.  

Your giving makes a difference! 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

 Date Event Location Time 

Tuesday 
- 

Friday 

Adoration  Adoration 

Chapel 

 

Tues. 

Sep. 8th 

Adult Bible 

Study 

O’Reilly 

Building 

1:30 pm  

- 

3:30 pm 
 Men of  

Joseph  

O’Reilly 

Building 

7:00 pm 

 Seasons of 

Hope  

O’Reilly 

Building 

6:30 pm 

Wed.  

Sep. 9th 

Religious  

Education 

O’Reilly 

Building 

6:15 pm 

 Middle 

School & 

High School  

Youth 

Groups 

O’Reilly 

Building & 

Ave Maria 

Building 

6:00 pm 

Sun. 

Sep. 13th 

Becoming 

Catholic Bible 

Study 

O’Reilly 

Building 

(Upstairs) 

11:00 am 

  

Open Gym 

 

School Gym 

1:00 pm 

- 

4:00 pm 

August 30, 2026 
 

Sunday Collection  $   12,372.00 
Parish School   $        113.00 
Building Fund   $                 123.00 
Religious Education  $                   92.00 
Helping Hands  $          12.00 
Total    $            12,712.00 



 

 

    



 

 

Serving at the Altar 
A Beautiful Way to Grow in Faith 

 
Thanks to the young members of our parish and 
their parents who participated in our recent altar 
server training sessions! We are grateful for 
those who give their time to help make our  
liturgy beautiful. 
 
If you're interested in becoming an altar server, 
we have programs for both boys and girls: 

Boys serve in Manus Dei 
Girls serve as the Daughters of St. Therese 

 
To learn more or to sign up, please contact Susan 
at altarservers@stmarytempletx.org. 

Join  

us  

today! 

mailto:altarservers@stmarytempletx.org


 

 

Beverley Roeder ~ Reflections on 25 Years of Proclaiming the Word as a Lector  
 

Growing up, I was never an altar server like my brothers were. In fact, I never really thought 
about serving in a liturgical ministry until I wandered through a ministry fair here at St. 
Mary. Having lived in the parish for many years, I hadn't yet served in any formal capacity, 
though my son was an altar server at the time, and my father served as a deacon here. 
 
Still, when the opportunity arose, I felt nervous—but I said yes. 
I met one-on-one with Helen Marie Kreitz, who patiently walked me through my  
responsibilities. The topic that almost always comes up when talking about being a lector is 
the challenge of biblical names and places. They certainly can be difficult to pronounce! But 
you know what? It was okay. Sometimes I pronounced them correctly, and sometimes I  
didn't; I simply gave it my best effort. 
 
I truly believe that becoming a lector has brought me closer to God. As I prepare for Mass 
and practice the readings, it gives me dedicated time to reflect on the scriptures and gain a 
deeper understanding of the text. Through this preparation, I have learned so much about 
the Church, and my faith has grown immensely. For me, it is no longer just about having a 
duty to serve—it is about the profound privilege of getting to serve. 
 
Having been a lector for more than 25 years, and serving as the ministry’s main contact for 
the last several years, I can proudly say we have a wonderful group of people in this  
ministry. Our doors are always open to anyone feeling called to serve. Even after all this 
time, I still get a little nervous on the Sundays I am scheduled, but it remains such a  
beautiful experience to voice the sacred scriptures of the Word of God. 
 
 
 

For more information about becoming a Lector, contact Beverley Roeder or  
the Parish Office.  

 
 

The Power of Lectors 
“They don’t just read scripture … they give voice to the Word of God” 



 

 

September 7th - September 13th 

 
Monday NO MASS 

Tuesday 8:15AM † Guessan Konan 

Wednesday 5:30PM † Christopher Masullo 

    Norry & Lyn Grygar 

    54th Anniversary 

Thursday       8:15AM Vocations to the 

    Priesthood & Religious  

    Life 

Friday  7:00AM All Men & Women of 

    our Armed Forces 

Saturday 8:15AM † Monty Sanders 

  5:30PM † George Wilkinson 

    † Anthony“Tony”Chudej 

    † Thomas Chudej 

Sunday 7:30AM † Berni Hickman 

  9:30AM For the Parishioners of  

    St. Mary’s Catholic 

    Church 

VOCATION PRAYER MINISTRY  

Open to all parishioners.  

To sign-up, call Debra Hollingsworth 

 at (713) 586-9800.  
 

Thank you for participating in this prayer initiative and 
may God richly bless you with every good gift as you 
pray for priestly vocations!  
 
Sep 13th Bruce & Stephanie McAtee 9:30am 
Sep 20th Nestor & Vicki Centeno 9:30am 
Sep 27th SMCS Class Rotation  9:30am 

Help us pray for new priests and  
religious sisters! 

 
Sign up to host the Vocation Tablet in your 

home for one week. During your week, 
spend a few minutes each day in prayer, 

asking God to bless our Church with holy 
and faithful vocations to the priesthood and 

religious life. Individuals and families are 
welcome to participate.  

The Altar Society is back from  
summer break! 

 
All are invited to join us on  

Sunday, September 13, 2026 at 
11:00am in the Regina Caeli Room for 

our monthly business meeting.  
 

We have lots of important new items to discuss. We 
hope you can join is for this meeting! 


